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FundamentalAspectsofMedicalThermo-
graphy. By W. M. PARK and B. L. REECE.
Teaching Booklet No. 3. 36 pp. London:
British Institute of Radiology, 1976. Price
£3.40 net.
These 3 short, excellently printed and well
illustrated booklets arethe first ofan intended
series of Teaching Booklets being published
by the British Institute of Radiology.
Although, in principle, the availability of
such a series of monographs is most attrac-
tive, on the evidence of these first 3, serious
doubts are raised.
The brief editorial presented in Booklet
Number 1 (but strangely not contained in
either of the others) states that the intended
readership includes trainee radiologists pre-
paring for the Fellowship ofthe Royal College
of Radiologists, as well as radiographers and
other technicians beginning to work in the
fields of nuclear medicine, ultrasonics and
thermography. Although the booklets are
quite different in standard, none of them
can be unequivocally recommended for
either of these groups of persons. The treat-
ment given to the scientific basis of the
subject by the first 2 booklets is almost
perfunctory: many existing well established
texts provide much better sources of basic
material. There are several examples of
rather misleading items of text, for example,
in respect of Diagnostic Ultrasound the
authors state "Acoustic impedance is the
term used to describe the 'resistance' to the
passage of sound by a particular material".
Whereas some 7 lines further on in the text
they state "there is no relationship between
the acoustic impedance and the attenuation
of sound by a specific material". Most
beginners to the subject will find difficulty
in reconciling these 2 statements! Similarly,
in the Nuclear Medicine text, the statement
"in contrast to the secondary electromagnetic
radiation produced by the photoelectric
effect Compton scatter can travel consider-
able distances from the site of the initial
interaction" requires substantial qualifica-
tion. Whilst in some practical circumstances
this may well be the case, it is not a statement
which contributes to a basic understanding
ofthe subject. Inanycaseitwouldbeexpected
that most trainee radiologists will already
have studied this part of the subject much
more comprehensively in their general study
of the physics of diagnostic radiology.
Neither of these booklets provides a biblio-
graphy but content themselves by listing, for
further recommended reading, 3 standard
text books. My advice would be to use these
texts as starting points in preference to these
2 booklets.
The Thermography Booklet, which is a
substantially longer text than the other 2,
brings together relevant material which is
not easily found elsewhere and also provides
an extensive bibliography. A slightly curious
feature of the Thermography text is that a
substantial fraction is taken up by a com-
parative survey ofthe different commercially
available types of equipment. Whilst this
information is most interesting and useful,
it does does seem rather out of place in a
teaching booklet. The text also includes a
very well illustrated (in colour) 13-page
review of the clinical applications of the
method.
Whilst, of the first 3 booklets of the
intended series, only the one on Thermo-
graphy can be recommended to the proposed
readership, the British Institute ofRadiology
should be congratulated for its initiative
in starting the series. For future texts the
editors must exercise a much more strict
control of the level and accuracy ofthe texts
than is the case for the first 2 of the series.
Those interested in Thermography will find
the third booklet of practical value.
J. B. MASSEY
Cancerologie. Eds G. MATHE and A.
CATTAN (1976). Paris: Expansion Scien-
tifique Frangaise. 1058 pp. Price 532 Fr.
The individualized management of the
cancer patient was, until fairly recently,
common practice. This resulted, in part,
from the therapeutic impotence of the
clinician when faced with disease outside
the scope of the surgeon or radiotherapist.
The last 2 decades have witnessed a dramatic
swing in emphasis, and indeed of interest,
towards the problems of managing the
majority of cancer patients, namely those in
whom neither surgery nor radiotherapy
alone can guarantee cure. Fortunately for
the patient, maximal exploitation of thera-
peutic expertise is in vogue, and the boun-
daries between different disciplines has
consequently blurred, allowing the benefits of
multi-disciplinary management. Such evolu-154 BOOK REVIEWS
tion has inevitably changed the concept of
the individual specialities, so that "oncology"
is loosely used to encompass any aspect
related to cancer.
Inevitably, textbooks are now being pro-
duced to cater for the different interests of
those working in this field. Some have taken
on the tasks of trying to cover the speciality
in its entirety. This book, edited by Professor
Mathe and Dr Cattan, is one ofthem. Extend-
ing to over a 1000 pages, it is lavishly illus-
trated and divided into sections. Thumb
markers make the clinical sections readily
accessible. Broadly, the book covers the basic
science of the neoplastic change, the natural
history of cancer and cancers of individual
tissues. The clinical section includes detailed
coverage of individual tumours, sections on
diagnosis and pre-treatment assessment, and
others on treatment, prognosis, screening and
epidemiology.
The authors, in their preface, explain
very carefully that this book is intended
principally for the family doctor, but it is
also intended for the student and nurse.
Since it is written in French, it has no
immediate practical value for practitioners
in this country, and although the background
sections covering the basic scientific aspects
of malignant disease are very informative,
the clinical section does not always parallel
the clinical approach advocated by specialist
centres within the United Kingdom. Such
differences are important, and since much of
oncology is in the exploratory stage, greater
discussion of therapeutic options could
usefully have replaced a number of tables.
Nonetheless, this will prove a useful addition
to the library of the French physician con-
cerned with the management of cancer
patients, for it is extremely well referenced
and will provide a means of access to infor-
mation in an area of increasingly complex
technology.
J. M. A. WHITEHOUSE
Cancer Chemotherapy-Its role in the
Treatment Strategy of Haematologic
Malignancies and Solid Tumours.
Revised and enlarged translation from the
French by A. CLARYSSE (1976). Berlin,
Heidelberg, New York: Springer-Verlag.
566 pp. 154 figs. 129 tables. Price US
$39.40 net.
This book is another in the series of
Recent Results in Cancer Research, but is
addressed mainly to the trainee in oncology
(radiotherapist, medical or surgical oncolo-
gist). The content is wide in scope, clear to
read and well referenced. There are several
useful chapters on the principles of chemo-
therapy, including drug classification, cell
kinetic considerations, drug resistance and
methods of evaluating treatment. Nearly
half the book is devoted to these general
matters; the other half involves a systematic
approach to the treatment of tumours by
chemotherapy, but stressing the combined
approach (surgery, radiotherapy and medical
oncology). Each chapter includes sections
on single-agent therapy, combination chemo-
therapy and treatment strategy.
The book proves a good summary of the
present place of antitumour chemotherapy
in a most concise manner. A great deal of
authoritative information has been included
in a manageable form, and the book will
prove to be of great value to those training
in oncology. It is recommended reading to
trainees in my own department.
D. CROWTHER